
History of the Tamiami Trail 
The vision of a cross-Florida road dates back to 
before 1914 when Captain J. F. Jaudon of Miami 
surveyed the route from Tampa to Miami with native 
American Jack Tigertail. Sections of the unpaved 
road were constructed over the next 20 years; 
however, lack of funds stalled the effort until Barron 
Collier agreed to complete the building of the 
Tamiami Trail. With his financial backing the State 
assumed the responsibility and the road was opened 
in 1928. Barron Collier built six way stations along 
the highway to service the cars and established the 
Southwest Mounted Patrol to assist travelers. He also 
provided public bus service (Tamiami Trailways). 
Today the Tamiami Trail is the only accessible link in 
south Florida between Naples and Miami. 

Culture 
Both the Seminole and the Miccosukee Tribes have a 
rich cultural heritage in southern Florida and continue 
to maintain their ancient customs as demonstrated in 
their museums and villages along the Tamiami Trail. 
Tribal members, as well as individuals who maintain 
their independent status, continue to live along US41. 
Among the first white settlers were the “Gladesmen” 
who moved here from the Deep South after the Civil 
War; they would hunt and fish in the Everglades. 
Today these early pioneers continue to spend time in 
the woods and hold onto their traditions and values. 
The town of Everglade was established in the late 
1800s, becoming the county seat in 1923 when 
Barron Collier created his company town. 

Environment and Wildlife 
Preservation and restoration of the ecosystem of this 
unique area are of primary concern. Water in south 
Florida once flowed freely from the Kissimmee River 
to Lake Okeechobee and southward over low-lying 
lands to the estuaries of Biscayne Bay, the Ten 
Thousand Islands, and Florida Bay. By the early 
1900s the drainage process to transform wetland to 
land for development was underway. The results 
would be severely damaging to the ecosystem and the 
species it supported. In 1947 the Everglades National 
Park was established to conserve the natural 
landscape and prevent further degradation of its land, 
plants, and animals. Big Cypress became a National 
Preserve in 1974 to protect the land and the wildlife 
from development. 

Along U.S. 41 
There are many interesting on and off-road 
opportunities for hiking and bicycling through the 
various state and national parks.

Collier-Seminole State Park 
Rare palm trees and the historic Tamiami Trail “Walking 
Dredge” distinguish this 7,271-acre park established by the 
late Barron Gift Collier. 

For more information, visit website 
Friends of the River of Grass Greenway 

https://www.evergladesROGG.org 
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	Dedicated	to	providing	a	safe	multi-use	pathway	across	
the	Everglades	with	the	focus	on	environmental	
education	and	stewardship.	

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
								Date	________________________	

Individual	 $25	
Student	 $15	
Family	 $35	
Business	 $50	
Donor	 		$100	
Sponsor	 		$500	

											Life	Member	 			$1000	

(free	FROGG	T-shirt	with	donation	of	$100	or	above)	

Please	make	check	payable	to	“FROGG”	and	send	to	
FROGG,	P.O.	Box	5031,	Everglades	City,	FL,	34139	
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Membership	Benefits:	
• Quarterly Newsletter with updates on pathway

progress.
• Discount for Annual Everglades Bike Ride.
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safety and facility information for cyclists riding across
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and stewardship of the Everglades.
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This National Park is dominated by the world renowned and 
unparalleled “River of Grass” freshwater prairies, stippled with 
tree islands, and home to many rare and endangered species.  
This is a focus area for one of the largest environmental 
restoration projects on the planet. 

Protecting over 729,000 acres of this truly vast swamp, Big 
Cypress National Preserve contains a mixture of tropical and 
temperate plant communities that harbor many protected species, 
including the elusive Florida panther. “Big” Cypress refers to the 
abundance, not the size, of cypress trees. 
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Host of a wide array of habitats: swamps, prairies, tropical 
hardwood hammocks and pine rock lands with royal palms and 
bald cypress trees sharing the forest canopy. There are also 44 
native orchids and 14 native bromeliad species. 
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Comprised of 78,000 acres, this is Florida’s 4th largest state 
forest and named after the largest of several cypress strands that 
once occupied its eastern portion.  

Ten Thousand Islands NWR 
Established in 1996, this 35,000 acres refuge protects important 
mangrove and marsh habitats and is the ultimate interface where 
land gradually gives way to the sea … where freshwater flows 
interchange with tidal saltwater.
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Southwest Mounted Patrol to assist travelers. He also 
provided public bus service (Tamiami Trailways). 
Today the Tamiami Trail is the only accessible link for 
non-motorists in south Florida between Naples 
and Miami. 
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Both the Seminole and the Miccosukee Tribes have a 
rich cultural heritage in southern Florida and continue 
to maintain their ancient customs as demonstrated in 
their museums and villages along the Tamiami Trail. 
Tribal members, as well as individuals who maintain 
their independent status, continue to live along US41. 
Among the first white settlers were the “Gladesmen” 
who moved here from the Deep South after the Civil 
War; they would hunt and fish in the Everglades. 
Today these early pioneers continue to spend time in 
the woods and hold onto their traditions and values. 
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1800s, becoming the county seat in 1923 when 
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Preservation and restoration of the ecosystem of this 
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Florida once flowed freely from the Kissimmee River 
to Lake Okeechobee and southward over low-lying 
lands to the estuaries of Biscayne Bay, the Ten 
Thousand Islands, and Florida Bay. By the early 
1900s the drainage process to transform wetland to 
land for development was underway. The results 
would be severely damaging to the ecosystem and the 
species it supported. In 1947 the Everglades National 
Park was established to conserve the natural 
landscape and prevent further degradation of its land, 
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