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Schedule of Rides
Saturday - January 11
Janes Scenic Drive
in the Fakahatchee
Saturday - February 15
Loop Road
in the Big Cypress
SUNDAY - March 15
Bear Island
in the Big Cypress
Please email
snookcity@gmail.com
or call (239) 719-0020
====================
1st Annual
Triathlon/Duathon and
Grand Opening of
New Visitor Center /
Trail Town Headquarters
Saturday, February 1
Everglades City
see pages 3-4 for more info

March is
Florida Bicycle Month
Celebrate by joining the
Florida Bicycle
Association (FBA)
“Our Vision is for
bicycling to be safe, accepted
and encouraged in Florida.”
https://floridabicycle.org/m
arch-is-florida-bike-month/

Bike Rides through the Everglades
On Saturday, January 11, FROGG will be sponsoring a free
guided off-road adventure through one of the most diverse and
beautiful state parks in south Florida – the Fakahatchee Strand
Preserve. We will start the tour at 9:00 a.m. at the headquarters of
the Fakahatchee in Copeland (there is a $2 entrance fee for bikes).
This is a self-supporting tour so bring your own snacks, lots of
water, extra tubes, and please wear a helmet! Come join us for the
fun of cycling through the ‘glades. For more information about
Janes Scenic Drive, see http://orchidswamp.org/plan-yourvisit/janes-scenic-drive.
Saturday, February 15
One of the all-time great bike rides in south Florida is Loop Road,
just 17 miles east of Everglades City along the Tamiami Trail. Plan
to meet and park at 9:00 a.m. at Monroe Station parking lot where
we’ll start our ride, cycling a little over two miles to the Gator Hook
Hiking Trail and continuing on the gravel lane, passing the
southernmost point of the 1,400-mile long Florida National Scenic
Trail. There are many culvert crossings in this area where we should
find alligators to photograph. At 16.5 miles we will reach the paved
section of Loop Road where we will turn around and travel back to
Monroe Station, a total trip of 33 miles. For more detailed
information
about
Loop
Road,
visit
NPS
website:
https://www.nps.gov/bicy/planyourvisit/upload/BICY-LoopRoad-Scenic-Road-FINAL-4.pdf
SUNDAY - March 15
In March we’ll have another exciting off-road ride through the
Everglades! Bear Island, a 38,000 acre unit of the Big Cypress
National Preserve, offers a chance to experience a variety of
beautiful Everglades’ ecosystems and trail conditions. We start at
9:00 a.m. the end of Turner River Road, 21 miles north of US 41.
Park at the Ranger shack at the entry and fill out a backcountry
permit. The trails are lime-rock road so mountain bikes or hybrids
are best suited for this terrain with trails that traverse a variety of
natural ecosystems with wildlife and lots of different birds, as well
as gators sunning themselves along the shoulder. A map of the
designated ORV / Biking trails within Bear Island is available at:
https://www.nps.gov/bicy/planyourvisit/upload/20140801-BIUMap.pdf

FROGG is committed to establishing the safe use by the general public of US41 across the Everglades
between Naples and Miami, focusing on safety and environmental education and stewardship for those
hiking, walking, and cycling through south Florida and the Everglades.
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Cycling the Tamiami Trail
US41 – West End
During the winter season many cyclists from Marco Island and from various places throughout the world
enjoy cycling this section of the Tamiami Trail. Last week a bicyclist from Kentucky camped out with his
family at Collier Seminole State Park and cycled to Everglades City with intentions of continuing along
the Tamiami Trail to Miami. He said he had been warned about the conditions on US41 but said he found
the cycling easy and enjoyable EXCEPT for the Raised Pavement Markers (RPMs) between SR92
(entrance to Marco Island) and Port of the Islands. We acknowledge that this is still a safety concern on
this section of the route; FDOT is currently looking into the pavement markers concern and more
information about this section will be reported in our next newsletter.

US41 - East End
As reported in previous newsletters, funds were approved for the
next phase to continue restoring the Everglades with plans to
elevate the remaining 6.5 miles of roadway between the two
bridges built during Phase I and the bridge constructed by the US
Army Corps of Engineers in 2008. These sections were elevated
to allow water to flow to the south and restore a more natural
hydrology. Now six short span bridges will be installed and 9
culverts will be replaced to allow more water to flow. The schedule is to open the construction bids in
June 2020 with expectations for construction work to begin at the end of 2020. Currently, the National
Park Service (who is working on the design of the project) is planning for a 12’ shoulder on both sides of
the road; 5’ feet of shoulder will be paved. Considering the number of cyclists who use this corridor as
they travel through south Florida, FROGG is requesting consideration of safer alternatives in conjunction
with the road improvements. Our ROGG website keeps cyclists up to date with current road conditions:
www.evergladesrogg.org, click on “Visit the Tamiami Trail”, then “Cycling US41” which has specific
information for each section of the corridor from Naples to Miami.

SR29 Widening Project
About the Study: The expansion of SR 29 from I-75 to Oil Well Road
(10 miles) is identified within the Collier County Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) Collier 2040 Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) and is consistent with Collier County's
adopted Growth Management Plan. The purpose of these
improvements is to accommodate projected travel demand,
specifically increased freight and commuter traffic, improve safety
conditions, and enhance emergency evacuation for the SW Florida
region as well as address a need for improved regional connectivity.
Additionally, the project will provide an opportunity to enhance
wildlife conservation and improved hydrology. The objective of the
PD&E Study is to provide documented information necessary for
FDOT to reach a decision on the type, design, and location of
improvements to SR 29 for acceptance by the FDOT Office of
Environmental Management. A series of reports will be prepared documenting the preliminary
engineering and design concept. These will include existing and predicted conditions, typical sections,
right-of-way requirements, environmental impacts and costs of the improvement and its alternatives.
Project Manager Patrick Bateman, E.I. (863) 519-2792; email: Patrick.Bateman@dot.state.fl.us
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NEW VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER and
EVERGLADES CITY TRAIL TOWN HEADQUARTERS
Ribbon Cutting / Grand Opening
Saturday, February 1, 11:00 a.m.
207 West Broadway (Glades Building), Everglades City
following the 1st Annual Triathlon/Duathlon
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What’s Happening in the Everglades
by Patty Huff
How have things changed in the past year since Everglades City was designated a
Florida Trail Town? We are seeing more people riding their bicycles, both residents
and visitors enjoying the outdoors and using our Dero Bike Repair station and new
bike racks at our motels, restaurants and other businesses.
In addition to welcoming cyclists from various parts of this country, I have also had the opportunity to
ride with tourists from other countries. A couple from London was visiting this week; they had been to
south Florida before but decided the Everglades area was their favorite place to observe the wide variety
of birds and enjoy the wildlife by bike. They purchased two off-road bikes at Walmart and started riding
on our back-road trails through the Everglades. They plan to continue riding a few more weeks and return
here to donate their bikes to needy kids in our area.
We continue to make great strides improving the amenities for those wishing to paddle, bike or hike.
We have established a Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee to make recommendations and assist with
improving our streets for cyclists and pedestrians. We have a five-phase plan which has been submitted to
the Collier MPO. Stay tuned for better conditions over the next several years!
The 1st annual Everglades City Triathlon/Duathlon will be held on Saturday, February 1, beginning at
8:00 a.m. Participants have a choice of Paddle/Bike/Run or Run/Bike/Run through Historic Everglades
City. Recently designated a Florida Trail Town, this event will benefit the youth of the Everglades. The
Triathlon includes a half mile paddle (Kayak or SUP), 10 Mile Bike Ride and 3.1 Mile Run. The
Duathlon includes a 1 Mile Run, 10 Mile Bike Ride and 3.1 Mile Run. Categories include Open,
Individual Age Group and Team Competitions. The race is chip timed by Gulf Coast Runners. All
participants receive a limited edition race t-shirt. The race is a collaboration of Drug Free Collier,
Everglades City, Gulf Coast Runners, Naples Velo, Naples Pathways Coalition and the Trek Bike Store.
For information & signup: https://runsignup.com/Race/fl/EvergladesCity/triathlonandduathlon.
Sometime after Hurricane Irma hit in 2017 the Everglades Area Welcome Center located at the corner
of US41 (Tamiami Trail) and CR29 (Collier Ave) closed its
doors, and we have been without a Visitors Center since
that time. The Everglades Society for Historic Preservation
has taken on the responsibility of opening and staffing a
new information center at 207 W. Broadway, across from
the historic Rod & Gun Club. This is very exciting,
especially since it will also be our new Trail Town
Headquarters. Over the past year we have been providing
information and brochures for visitors in City Hall; we will
continue to keep business brochures at this site, but the new
center will be open and staffed 7 days a week from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony will be held at 11:00 a.m. following the Triathlon/Duathlon. We expect several county officials
to attend the ceremony, and there is a possibility that a representative from the Office of Greenways &
Trails will be coming. Please join us! Great things are happening here in south Florida!
“Every time I see an adult on a bicycle, I no longer despair for the future of the human race.”
-- H. G. Wells
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